Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 2 trouble was not confined to the mixers. Even girls working at the lathes used for finishing off and smoothing the surfaces of the completed pen suffered from erythematous dermatitis of the face, neck, and hands every summer. An air and dust suction plant had to be installed, both over cauldrons and benches, and this proved very effective in preventing further outbreaks.
Papillomatosis: Generalized Facial Warts.-H. SEMON, M.D. This patient, male, aged 56, was seen in November 1932, with a history that the first lesion had appeared about two years previously at the scalp margin behind the right ear, had spread thence to the beard region of the face, and had gradually involved the whole shaving area. It is important to note that the patient admits complete neglect of all precautions to limit the spread of the infection either by care in shaving or by seeking medical advice. The condition at the time of his first visit to me was certainly more extensive than in any previous case in my experience, and has remained much about the same for the three years during which he has been under my observation.
The following treatments have been tried without effecting any appreciable diminution either in the number, size, or consistency of the individual lesions: X-rays, cautery, arsenic per os, sulphate of magnesia, hydrarg. iodid. virid. and lime water, Dr. Whitfield's lotion of biniodide of mercury and salicylic acid in spirit, and even the growing of a beard. All these have been tried and re-tried in turn, without success. The small hand-lens reveals a flat or conical papilloma round the follicle of all the beard-hairs, and as fast as they are destroyed by the cautery they recur, while occasional warts appear on the scalp and the hands or wrists, where, in contrast to those on the beard area, they are easily destroyed and kept in check.
I would welcome further suggestions for treatment, and would like to know if any Member has had experienice of a course of salvarsan in a similar case.
Dr. J. C. MICHAEL (Houston, Texas) said he wondered whether bismuth injections had been used in this case. In the Archives of Dermatology a report from Los Angeles had been published in which it was stated that treatment by bismuth produced very good results in this condition. He (the speaker) had used bismuth, and occasionally had seen disappearance of the warts when other treatment had produced no response.
Lupus Erythematosus treated by Antileprol injections.-H. SEMON, M.D.
Patient, female, aged 33, unmarried. The scars of the lesions are present on the scalp, forehead, and nose, and when the patient first consulted me on March 8, 1935, they were obviously active in the two former situations, although healed, with an almost invisible cicatrix, on the nose.
She had had the disease for a period of six years, during which she had consulted three eminent dermatologists, and had had several courses of gold salts of various types and doses.
In view of the previous failures I imported a new type of gold salt, auro-detoxin, from Germany, as it was claimed that it was less toxic and more effective than any gold preparation as yet manufactured. During March and April she had nine doses of the drug intravenously, and a further five in May, totalling fourteen in all. At the end of the course I noted that the lesions had flattened down very considerably, and although a dull red in colour were not extending. I advised the doctor in charge that in view of the rather severe reactions with the larger doses of 1 grm., we had better discontinue the injections for a month and rely on a bismuth ointment to prolong the favourable tendency initiated by the injections. About the middle of July, however, she returned with the lesions as active as ever, and was very ready to submit to a trial, at Copenhagen, of the new treatment devised by Prof. Svend Lomholt, and published by him in the Dermat. Wchnschr., 1935, i, 817-829. Briefly, this consists of daily intravenous injections of an emulsion of antileprol (Bayer), a chaulmoogra-oil derivative, in 8% alcohol, with combined Finsen-light applications
